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Kiosk
The Montana Kaimin is a weekly independent student
newspaper at the University of Montana. The Kaimin office
and the University of Montana are located on land originally
inhabited by the Salish People. Kaimin is a derivative of a Salish
language word, “Qe‘ymin,” that is pronounced kay-MEEN and
means “book,” “message” or “paper that brings news.”
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Cuddlebugs Daycare
Cuddle Bugs Day Care is looking for child
care aides. We are open M-F 7:00 am-5:30.
Submit resume to cuddlebugsdaycare59804@
gmail.com
Westside Lanes
PART-TIME COCKTAIL POSITIONS
OPEN.WEEKENDS/EVENINGS
WAGES PLUS GREAT TIPS
APPLY IN PERSON AT
WESTSIDE LANES
1615 WYOMING MISSOULA, MT
406721-5263
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Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage
HELP WANTED: General laborer position. Age 18+. Must have valid driver’s
license. Contact Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage, 6400 Kestrel Ct, Missoula, MT 59808,
406-721-7277.
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WALTER MEDCRAFT | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Three years ago, telling a person that the
University of Montana filled every bed on campus would make most people laugh at you.
At times in 2019 and 2020, entire floors of
some residence halls — like Knowles, Aber and
Jesse — sat empty. Students could request a
single room in Duniway Hall. Some students
with normal roommate assignments ended up
living alone too.
UM had fewer students then, as a decades-long enrollment decline ran its course.
But last year, the winds shifted and more students arrived at UM. Campus felt pretty full,
thanks to a 3% growth in enrollment, mostly
from a larger freshman class.
In the meantime, the University, which told
the Kaimin it expected student enrollment
growth to continue this fall, knocked housing
stock down by hundreds of beds to upgrade
several campus amenities.
Some of these plans have been years in
the making. But the University is in charge of
scheduling and developing campus upgrades
after approval from Montana’s higher education authority, the Board of Regents.
While the Kaimin is supportive of the student-facing improvements, we can’t help but
see how a maxed-out housing market is going
to hurt lower-income college students. Missoula’s rent prices are hundreds of dollars more
expensive than campus housing options.
Hundreds of students still sit on waitlists
for campus apartments. It is not impossible to
think that many of our peers started classes
without a solid roof over their heads. Others
must add second or third jobs to make rent.

The Kaimin’s feature this week also highlights how a number of students were placed
in bunk-bed temporary style rooms — not
exactly the experience students expect when
they come to school. For the 35 students
placed in temporary rooms, how many might
have canceled their enrollment because of the
unplanned living situation?
If UM wanted to make students comfortable, it should have focused on completing
housing renovations like Knowles Hall over
the summer. Fast-tracking that type of renovation here isn’t unheard of. Pantzer Hall, UM’s
most expensive dorm, received a full renovation in 2020. Most of the rooms and other
student-facing infrastructure were complete
before move-in day.
We get that UM is behind on getting new
buildings. Our facilities and living spaces are
not up to par compared to Montana State University. But when we put our students’ housing
at risk, there will be consequences.
It is likely some of our bright students at UM
will take time away from classes, homework
and extracurriculars just to afford living in
Missoula. This stall in education hurts UM,
and it especially hurts those here who don’t
have a financial support system.
If UM wants to continue attracting impressive students — regardless of their income — it
must prioritize its housing and fast-track its
new residence halls and apartment complexes.

— Griffen Smith, Editor-In-Chief
Like it? Hate it? L:et us know.

Email us your opinions at editor@montanakaimin.com.

Letter to the editor

Sunny start
2

Kaimin Editorial
Housing crisis will hurt vulnerable students

Students walk to class on the first day of classes at the University on Aug. 29.
RIDLEY HUDSON | MONTANA KAIMIN

For the first time in 10 years, Montanans are
getting the opportunity to redraw the legislative districts in their communities. That means
we can fight for diverse, competitive districts
and maps that reflect our communities. Or we
can let politicians gerrymander our communities into districts that serve only themselves,
not the people who live and work here.
Missoula County and the surrounding areas
represent more than just the city of Missoula
and Commissioners have the responsibility
to draw fair and representative maps. That
means not packing the city of Missoula into a
few districts — it’s not fair to the people who
live there and it’s not representative of our
communities. There are many people who
commute throughout the region for work — in
fact, Missoula County has the 3rd highest
amount of daily vehicle miles traveled in all of

Montana — and it’s important to find ways to
connect rural and urban voters on issues that
impact both of them.
Additionally, legislators who have diverse
constituencies are better legislators both for
their communities and for Montana. Folks
who have to consider urban, suburban, rural,
and tribal interests will create better policy for all Montanans. By drawing fair and
equitable districts, we can have faith that our
government is working in service of us and
our communities, not special interests. Fair
redistricting is a crucial step in making sure
we maintain a strong and healthy democracy
and our legislators continue to fight for their
communities for the next decade and beyond.

— Wyatt Balius
montanakaimin.com September 1, 2022 3
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At times in 2019 and 2020, entire floors of
some residence halls — like Knowles, Aber and
Jesse — sat empty. Students could request a
single room in Duniway Hall. Some students
with normal roommate assignments ended up
living alone too.
UM had fewer students then, as a decades-long enrollment decline ran its course.
But last year, the winds shifted and more students arrived at UM. Campus felt pretty full,
thanks to a 3% growth in enrollment, mostly
from a larger freshman class.
In the meantime, the University, which told
the Kaimin it expected student enrollment
growth to continue this fall, knocked housing
stock down by hundreds of beds to upgrade
several campus amenities.
Some of these plans have been years in
the making. But the University is in charge of
scheduling and developing campus upgrades
after approval from Montana’s higher education authority, the Board of Regents.
While the Kaimin is supportive of the student-facing improvements, we can’t help but
see how a maxed-out housing market is going
to hurt lower-income college students. Missoula’s rent prices are hundreds of dollars more
expensive than campus housing options.
Hundreds of students still sit on waitlists
for campus apartments. It is not impossible to
think that many of our peers started classes
without a solid roof over their heads. Others
must add second or third jobs to make rent.

The Kaimin’s feature this week also highlights how a number of students were placed
in bunk-bed temporary style rooms — not
exactly the experience students expect when
they come to school. For the 35 students
placed in temporary rooms, how many might
have canceled their enrollment because of the
unplanned living situation?
If UM wanted to make students comfortable, it should have focused on completing
housing renovations like Knowles Hall over
the summer. Fast-tracking that type of renovation here isn’t unheard of. Pantzer Hall, UM’s
most expensive dorm, received a full renovation in 2020. Most of the rooms and other
student-facing infrastructure were complete
before move-in day.
We get that UM is behind on getting new
buildings. Our facilities and living spaces are
not up to par compared to Montana State University. But when we put our students’ housing
at risk, there will be consequences.
It is likely some of our bright students at UM
will take time away from classes, homework
and extracurriculars just to afford living in
Missoula. This stall in education hurts UM,
and it especially hurts those here who don’t
have a financial support system.
If UM wants to continue attracting impressive students — regardless of their income — it
must prioritize its housing and fast-track its
new residence halls and apartment complexes.

— Griffen Smith, Editor-In-Chief
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For the first time in 10 years, Montanans are
getting the opportunity to redraw the legislative districts in their communities. That means
we can fight for diverse, competitive districts
and maps that reflect our communities. Or we
can let politicians gerrymander our communities into districts that serve only themselves,
not the people who live and work here.
Missoula County and the surrounding areas
represent more than just the city of Missoula
and Commissioners have the responsibility
to draw fair and representative maps. That
means not packing the city of Missoula into a
few districts — it’s not fair to the people who
live there and it’s not representative of our
communities. There are many people who
commute throughout the region for work — in
fact, Missoula County has the 3rd highest
amount of daily vehicle miles traveled in all of

Montana — and it’s important to find ways to
connect rural and urban voters on issues that
impact both of them.
Additionally, legislators who have diverse
constituencies are better legislators both for
their communities and for Montana. Folks
who have to consider urban, suburban, rural,
and tribal interests will create better policy for all Montanans. By drawing fair and
equitable districts, we can have faith that our
government is working in service of us and
our communities, not special interests. Fair
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Week of 8/29/22 - 9/4/22

Briefs & Blotter

The Weekly Crossword

Briefs: UM counseling, Waterworks Trailhead
reopens, and Missoula mayoral update
EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu

MISSOULA PARKING LOT FIRE CAUSE STILL
UNCONFIRMED
Witnesses heard a loud explosion and
heard multiple popping noises on the 600
block of Whitaker Drive on the afternoon of
Aug. 25, leading Missoula Police and other
emergency services to a large structure fire
in the South Hills.
The fire’s smoke could be seen throughout
Missoula and displaced at least four people.
By Thursday afternoon, some people had
minor injuries but did not need hospital
transportation. No pets were injured.
The fire completely engulfed two car ports
and scorched part of an apartment building.
The Missoulian reported one neighboring
resident came out with a garden hose to
fight the flame upon seeing the smoke.
A Missoula Fire Department social media
post said the incident started from a car
catching on fire and spreading to six other
vehicles. Additional heat damage affected
two adjacent three-story buildings.
The official cause of the fire is still unknown.

FINALISTS NAMED FOR MISSOULA MAYOR
Six candidates locked in their bids to
serve out the remainder of the late Mayor
John Engen’s term after the longest serving
mayor died from cancer last month.
The candidates are current city counsel
members Jordan Hess and Mike Nugent,
former counselor Patrick Weasel Head, Fred

Rice, recent UM graduate Teigan Avery and
Jacob Elder, a former mayoral candidate who
lost the race to Engen last fall. Elder was also
the center of a UM Title IX sexual assault investigation last year.
The finalists will each interview for the job
in front of the Montana League of Women
Voters on Sept. 7. City council could choose the
new mayor at its Sept. 12 meeting, two days
before the appointment deadline.
The chosen nominee needs at least seven
City council votes to be appointed, which will
be more difficult to reach if there are council
absences. If no one receives seven votes after
two council votes, new nominees can be considered even if they did not apply initially.
The council’s pick will serve out the rest
of Engen’s term, then a municipal election in
2023 will determine the next full-term mayor.

ENTIRE UM COUNSELING GRADUATING CLASS
PASSES NATIONAL TEST
The UM counseling department continued
its 100% National Counselor Examination
passage rate trend for the sixth year in a row
in May.
The counseling department also had
students place in the top 20% nationwide and
boasted a 100% job placement rate for master’s
graduates since 2017.
UM’s counseling program in the college of
education has two master’s tracks for school
and clinical counseling, along with a counseling education specialist degree and doctoral
degrees.
According to John Sommers-Flanagan, a professor in the counseling department, there are
about 100 applicants to the program each year.
About 30 get accepted. Graduates need 600
hours of clinical practice in the program, and
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CAVEN WADE
caven.wade@umontana.edu

IMPROVED WATERWORKS TRAILHEAD REOPENS

UMPD got a call from a student’s mother
saying her son was upset because his 2015
Ford Taurus had been towed. Only one problem — the car was never recorded as towed.
UMPD entered the car into the National Crime
Information Center as stolen. It still has not
been recovered. As the parking tickets pile up
during the year, remember not everything is
UM Parking’s fault.

The University of Montana Police Department is back to supervise a full campus for the
fall semester. From stolen cars to sleep walkers,
UMPD has been trying to keep campus clear
of criminals. Here are five of the 20 crimes
UMPD responded to between Aug. 7 and Aug.
25.

SUNDAY 8/7: THE TOW WAS A NO

MONDAY 8/15: LIBRARY MISCHIEF

UMPD heard reports of a man throwing
items on the north side of the Mansfield
Library. He was also allegedly rambling by
the bookshelves and disturbing others, an act
that most University students feel like doing
anyways. The man, who was not a UM student,
was removed and charged with disorderly
conduct.

TUESDAY 8/23: STRAP YOURSELF UP

At 3:30 a.m., UMPD got a call from the
outside emergency phone near Skaggs Hall.
The sleepwalking person ended up outside in
his underwear and, upon waking up, he called
the emergency line. Although from Missoula, the man is not a UM student and had no
knowledge of where he was. UMPD escorted
him home in his underwear. This should serve
as a reminder to always have someone tuck
you into bed.
There were four reported incidents of motor
vehicle theft or vehicle trespassing. On Aug.
23, a female driver left her car parked in Lot
P. Upon returning to her car, there was a 5’5”
male sitting on the driver’s side. He took off
heading toward the river and UMPD never apprehended him. There was no reported theft,
just papers moved around. Maybe he was just
trying to help with some much needed filing?

THURSDAY 8/25: K IS FOR KING

An unidentified suspect holding a spraypaint bottle was spotted in the parking garage
on campus. By the time UMPD arrived, the
suspect had already fled the scene and left his
mark on wall: The word ‘King’ scrawled across
the concrete partition.
September 1, 2022 montanakaimin.com
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about 80% stay in the state after they graduate.
Sommers-Flanagan attribute the school’s
success to both faculty and students in the program, as well as its low 1-to-12 student-to-faculty ratio.
The Montana Department of Health and Human Services reported nearly all of Montana’s
population lives in federally classified mental
health professional shortage areas. There are
more than 40 openings for school counselors at
any time across the state.

The most frequented Missoula Parks and
Recreation trailhead reopened after being
closed to build a new parking lot since midApril.
Acting Mayor Gwen Jones cut the ribbon
on the Waterworks Hill Trailhead on Aug. 25
to reveal improvements that were eight years
in the making. The construction included an
expanded 40-space parking lot, a packed gravel
universal trail and a paved city street leading to
the trailhead.
Funded by the 2018 Open Space Bond
and a Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks trails
grant among other state and city programs, the
improvements cost $798,000.
The new half-mile universal trail has moderate grades and multiple landings throughout
for more ease for wheelchair users.
Parks and Recreation still plans to plant
native species on the hillside by the newly
improved parking lot and to add signage at the
trailhead’s kiosk.
Hikers can also access the trails from the
Froeheich trailhead off Orange Street and
Interstate 90, and the Mountain View and
Sunlight trailheads on Duncan Drive.
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Horoscope

by Margie E. Burke
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ACROSS
1 Treat for Fido
5 "M*A*S*H" role
10 Con game
14 Baseball stats
15 Whittle away
16 Caesar's garb
17 Cleopatra's love
___ Antony
18 Given to lying
20 Infamous
bootlegger
22 Floor covering
23 Eye-popping
prints
24 Drive-___
25 Shuts noisily
26 Like some grins
30 Acted like
31 Walks onstage
33 Cary's "I'm No
Angel" co-star
34 Crime outing
36 Absorb, as a
cost
37 Brazilian dance
39 @@@
40 Met productions
43 Go soft, in a way
44 "Deadpool" star
46 Kind of song or
park
48 Difficult duty
49 Bat droppings
50 Miss Muffet's
visitor
53 French lawman
56 "Mighty Aphrodite" director
58 Jessica of "The
Sinner"
59 Mrs.
Shakespeare
60 Spoil, with "up"
61 Holy man
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62 Prepared to
drive, with "up"
63 Knight's ride
64 Musk of Tesla

24
25
26
27

DOWN
1 Synagogue
pulpit of old
2 Kind of
thermometer
3 Sleep disorder
4 Bit of mischief
5 Pangs of
conscience
6 "___ you clever!"
7 Ready, in the
kitchen
8 Toss in
9 Tom Cruise film,
"Jack ____"
10 Work into a
frenzy
11 Hen's home
12 Tropical fever
13 Nautical pole
19 Gentle stroke
21 One of the
Ewings, on
"Dallas"
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38
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42
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55
57

Iota preceder
Onrush
Paparazzi prey
Time ____ (long
ago)
Fine fur
Kind of wave
Rent-___
Requires
Garland's "Babes
on Broadway"
co-star
Willing
Mice and men,
e.g.
Blown away
Agreed silently
"We've been
___!"
"Silly" birds
Smack hard
Cornmeal cake
Skye of "Say
Anything"
Sticky substance
Office note
Enthusiasm
Place to park
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MCKENNA JOHNSON | MONTANA KAIMIN
HALEY YARBOROUGH
haley.yarborough@umontana.edu
It’s a new school year and you know what that
means? New stinky roommates! With every University of Montana college student frantically applying
for housing, you may or may not have been assigned
a random roommate who might pee in a bottle
instead of walking to the bathroom down the dorm
hall. But hey, you’re no angel either. Even if you and
your living buddy aren’t soulmates, your role as a
roommate is written in the stars.
VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEP. 22): You have at least five unregistered ESAs in your dorm room. It would be fine if
one wasn’t one of those Maltese puppies with crusty
eyes. Now, there’s enough dog piss on your dorm
room floor to skate on during the winter. It’s better
than UM’s ice rink anyways.
LIBRA (SEP. 23-OCT. 22): You’re a plant mom and a
proud one. Between the succulents, orchids and
ferns, your dorm room looks like the jungle from
“The Predator.” Let’s hope no 7-foot aliens are overwatering your plants. Unless alien daddies are your
thing, idk.
SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): Your roommate has been
stealing from the stash of gummy bears you EXPLICITLY labeled. Being the petty roommate you are, you
order sugar-free (diarrhea-inducing) gummy bears
from Amazon. Your roommate has been brewing up
a shit storm in the bathroom for hours. They still
think it’s the fish sticks they got from the Food Zoo
for dinner.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21): No matter where you
go, you ALWAYS forget your dorm room key. Most
nights are fine, until you’re standing in the dorm
hall, half-naked and dripping wet as you wait for
your roommate to respond to your incessant knocking. Maybe store your key in the prison wallet next
time.
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): You’re a clean freak. Lit-

erally. Your kink is dressing up in a maid outfit and
obsessively vacuuming your dorm room. Nothing
turns you on quite like freshly washed sheets.
AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): You’re a hermit who hides
in the dorm constantly playing League of Legends
and drinking Diet Pepsi. Unlike Edward from
“Twilight,” your pale-ass skin burns every time your
roommate opens the blinds. Just remember to wear
SPF 50000 sunscreen every time you go out
PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): Your dorm room is filled
with beige pillows and “Live, Laugh, Love” posters.
You’re basic, but at least your limitless supply of Yankee Candles keeps your room smelling fresh.
ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): You’re a party animal
who thinks your three-person dorm room is a dance
floor. Your roommates have been filing complaints
for weeks, but at least no one can rival your worm.
Just don’t confuse the trash can for a toilet plz.
TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): You’re the dorm hall therapist. At least once a night, Chad visits your dorm
room to complain about his problems and cuddle
your life-size cardboard cutout of Danny Devito. Out
of everyone you talk to, you probably need the most
therapy.
GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): Even if you have a dorm
room, you’re a professional couch surfer. It’s all fun
and games until you’re spooning a bear under Madison Street Bridge. He’s so much warmer than your
dorm room in November.
CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): You trim your toenails on
your bed and never take showers. Your roommate
called the RA thinking a squirrel died in your room,
but it’s just your horrible stank. Word of advice:
Don’t store your bodily fluids in a jar.
LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22): You keep to yourself until your
hamster escapes from its cage for the third consecutive time. Next thing you know, you’re tearing apart
your dorm wall and yelling at your roommates at 2
a.m. That little motherfucker is probably conspiring
with the campus squirrels again.
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Briefs & Blotter

The Weekly Crossword

Briefs: UM counseling, Waterworks Trailhead
reopens, and Missoula mayoral update
EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu

MISSOULA PARKING LOT FIRE CAUSE STILL
UNCONFIRMED
Witnesses heard a loud explosion and
heard multiple popping noises on the 600
block of Whitaker Drive on the afternoon of
Aug. 25, leading Missoula Police and other
emergency services to a large structure fire
in the South Hills.
The fire’s smoke could be seen throughout
Missoula and displaced at least four people.
By Thursday afternoon, some people had
minor injuries but did not need hospital
transportation. No pets were injured.
The fire completely engulfed two car ports
and scorched part of an apartment building.
The Missoulian reported one neighboring
resident came out with a garden hose to
fight the flame upon seeing the smoke.
A Missoula Fire Department social media
post said the incident started from a car
catching on fire and spreading to six other
vehicles. Additional heat damage affected
two adjacent three-story buildings.
The official cause of the fire is still unknown.

FINALISTS NAMED FOR MISSOULA MAYOR
Six candidates locked in their bids to
serve out the remainder of the late Mayor
John Engen’s term after the longest serving
mayor died from cancer last month.
The candidates are current city counsel
members Jordan Hess and Mike Nugent,
former counselor Patrick Weasel Head, Fred

Rice, recent UM graduate Teigan Avery and
Jacob Elder, a former mayoral candidate who
lost the race to Engen last fall. Elder was also
the center of a UM Title IX sexual assault investigation last year.
The finalists will each interview for the job
in front of the Montana League of Women
Voters on Sept. 7. City council could choose the
new mayor at its Sept. 12 meeting, two days
before the appointment deadline.
The chosen nominee needs at least seven
City council votes to be appointed, which will
be more difficult to reach if there are council
absences. If no one receives seven votes after
two council votes, new nominees can be considered even if they did not apply initially.
The council’s pick will serve out the rest
of Engen’s term, then a municipal election in
2023 will determine the next full-term mayor.

ENTIRE UM COUNSELING GRADUATING CLASS
PASSES NATIONAL TEST
The UM counseling department continued
its 100% National Counselor Examination
passage rate trend for the sixth year in a row
in May.
The counseling department also had
students place in the top 20% nationwide and
boasted a 100% job placement rate for master’s
graduates since 2017.
UM’s counseling program in the college of
education has two master’s tracks for school
and clinical counseling, along with a counseling education specialist degree and doctoral
degrees.
According to John Sommers-Flanagan, a professor in the counseling department, there are
about 100 applicants to the program each year.
About 30 get accepted. Graduates need 600
hours of clinical practice in the program, and
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IMPROVED WATERWORKS TRAILHEAD REOPENS

UMPD got a call from a student’s mother
saying her son was upset because his 2015
Ford Taurus had been towed. Only one problem — the car was never recorded as towed.
UMPD entered the car into the National Crime
Information Center as stolen. It still has not
been recovered. As the parking tickets pile up
during the year, remember not everything is
UM Parking’s fault.

The University of Montana Police Department is back to supervise a full campus for the
fall semester. From stolen cars to sleep walkers,
UMPD has been trying to keep campus clear
of criminals. Here are five of the 20 crimes
UMPD responded to between Aug. 7 and Aug.
25.

SUNDAY 8/7: THE TOW WAS A NO

MONDAY 8/15: LIBRARY MISCHIEF

UMPD heard reports of a man throwing
items on the north side of the Mansfield
Library. He was also allegedly rambling by
the bookshelves and disturbing others, an act
that most University students feel like doing
anyways. The man, who was not a UM student,
was removed and charged with disorderly
conduct.

TUESDAY 8/23: STRAP YOURSELF UP

At 3:30 a.m., UMPD got a call from the
outside emergency phone near Skaggs Hall.
The sleepwalking person ended up outside in
his underwear and, upon waking up, he called
the emergency line. Although from Missoula, the man is not a UM student and had no
knowledge of where he was. UMPD escorted
him home in his underwear. This should serve
as a reminder to always have someone tuck
you into bed.
There were four reported incidents of motor
vehicle theft or vehicle trespassing. On Aug.
23, a female driver left her car parked in Lot
P. Upon returning to her car, there was a 5’5”
male sitting on the driver’s side. He took off
heading toward the river and UMPD never apprehended him. There was no reported theft,
just papers moved around. Maybe he was just
trying to help with some much needed filing?

THURSDAY 8/25: K IS FOR KING

An unidentified suspect holding a spraypaint bottle was spotted in the parking garage
on campus. By the time UMPD arrived, the
suspect had already fled the scene and left his
mark on wall: The word ‘King’ scrawled across
the concrete partition.
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about 80% stay in the state after they graduate.
Sommers-Flanagan attribute the school’s
success to both faculty and students in the program, as well as its low 1-to-12 student-to-faculty ratio.
The Montana Department of Health and Human Services reported nearly all of Montana’s
population lives in federally classified mental
health professional shortage areas. There are
more than 40 openings for school counselors at
any time across the state.

The most frequented Missoula Parks and
Recreation trailhead reopened after being
closed to build a new parking lot since midApril.
Acting Mayor Gwen Jones cut the ribbon
on the Waterworks Hill Trailhead on Aug. 25
to reveal improvements that were eight years
in the making. The construction included an
expanded 40-space parking lot, a packed gravel
universal trail and a paved city street leading to
the trailhead.
Funded by the 2018 Open Space Bond
and a Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks trails
grant among other state and city programs, the
improvements cost $798,000.
The new half-mile universal trail has moderate grades and multiple landings throughout
for more ease for wheelchair users.
Parks and Recreation still plans to plant
native species on the hillside by the newly
improved parking lot and to add signage at the
trailhead’s kiosk.
Hikers can also access the trails from the
Froeheich trailhead off Orange Street and
Interstate 90, and the Mountain View and
Sunlight trailheads on Duncan Drive.
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Horoscope

by Margie E. Burke
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ACROSS
1 Treat for Fido
5 "M*A*S*H" role
10 Con game
14 Baseball stats
15 Whittle away
16 Caesar's garb
17 Cleopatra's love
___ Antony
18 Given to lying
20 Infamous
bootlegger
22 Floor covering
23 Eye-popping
prints
24 Drive-___
25 Shuts noisily
26 Like some grins
30 Acted like
31 Walks onstage
33 Cary's "I'm No
Angel" co-star
34 Crime outing
36 Absorb, as a
cost
37 Brazilian dance
39 @@@
40 Met productions
43 Go soft, in a way
44 "Deadpool" star
46 Kind of song or
park
48 Difficult duty
49 Bat droppings
50 Miss Muffet's
visitor
53 French lawman
56 "Mighty Aphrodite" director
58 Jessica of "The
Sinner"
59 Mrs.
Shakespeare
60 Spoil, with "up"
61 Holy man
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62 Prepared to
drive, with "up"
63 Knight's ride
64 Musk of Tesla

24
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26
27

DOWN
1 Synagogue
pulpit of old
2 Kind of
thermometer
3 Sleep disorder
4 Bit of mischief
5 Pangs of
conscience
6 "___ you clever!"
7 Ready, in the
kitchen
8 Toss in
9 Tom Cruise film,
"Jack ____"
10 Work into a
frenzy
11 Hen's home
12 Tropical fever
13 Nautical pole
19 Gentle stroke
21 One of the
Ewings, on
"Dallas"

28
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55
57

Iota preceder
Onrush
Paparazzi prey
Time ____ (long
ago)
Fine fur
Kind of wave
Rent-___
Requires
Garland's "Babes
on Broadway"
co-star
Willing
Mice and men,
e.g.
Blown away
Agreed silently
"We've been
___!"
"Silly" birds
Smack hard
Cornmeal cake
Skye of "Say
Anything"
Sticky substance
Office note
Enthusiasm
Place to park
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It’s a new school year and you know what that
means? New stinky roommates! With every University of Montana college student frantically applying
for housing, you may or may not have been assigned
a random roommate who might pee in a bottle
instead of walking to the bathroom down the dorm
hall. But hey, you’re no angel either. Even if you and
your living buddy aren’t soulmates, your role as a
roommate is written in the stars.
VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEP. 22): You have at least five unregistered ESAs in your dorm room. It would be fine if
one wasn’t one of those Maltese puppies with crusty
eyes. Now, there’s enough dog piss on your dorm
room floor to skate on during the winter. It’s better
than UM’s ice rink anyways.
LIBRA (SEP. 23-OCT. 22): You’re a plant mom and a
proud one. Between the succulents, orchids and
ferns, your dorm room looks like the jungle from
“The Predator.” Let’s hope no 7-foot aliens are overwatering your plants. Unless alien daddies are your
thing, idk.
SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): Your roommate has been
stealing from the stash of gummy bears you EXPLICITLY labeled. Being the petty roommate you are, you
order sugar-free (diarrhea-inducing) gummy bears
from Amazon. Your roommate has been brewing up
a shit storm in the bathroom for hours. They still
think it’s the fish sticks they got from the Food Zoo
for dinner.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21): No matter where you
go, you ALWAYS forget your dorm room key. Most
nights are fine, until you’re standing in the dorm
hall, half-naked and dripping wet as you wait for
your roommate to respond to your incessant knocking. Maybe store your key in the prison wallet next
time.
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): You’re a clean freak. Lit-

erally. Your kink is dressing up in a maid outfit and
obsessively vacuuming your dorm room. Nothing
turns you on quite like freshly washed sheets.
AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): You’re a hermit who hides
in the dorm constantly playing League of Legends
and drinking Diet Pepsi. Unlike Edward from
“Twilight,” your pale-ass skin burns every time your
roommate opens the blinds. Just remember to wear
SPF 50000 sunscreen every time you go out
PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): Your dorm room is filled
with beige pillows and “Live, Laugh, Love” posters.
You’re basic, but at least your limitless supply of Yankee Candles keeps your room smelling fresh.
ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): You’re a party animal
who thinks your three-person dorm room is a dance
floor. Your roommates have been filing complaints
for weeks, but at least no one can rival your worm.
Just don’t confuse the trash can for a toilet plz.
TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): You’re the dorm hall therapist. At least once a night, Chad visits your dorm
room to complain about his problems and cuddle
your life-size cardboard cutout of Danny Devito. Out
of everyone you talk to, you probably need the most
therapy.
GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): Even if you have a dorm
room, you’re a professional couch surfer. It’s all fun
and games until you’re spooning a bear under Madison Street Bridge. He’s so much warmer than your
dorm room in November.
CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): You trim your toenails on
your bed and never take showers. Your roommate
called the RA thinking a squirrel died in your room,
but it’s just your horrible stank. Word of advice:
Don’t store your bodily fluids in a jar.
LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22): You keep to yourself until your
hamster escapes from its cage for the third consecutive time. Next thing you know, you’re tearing apart
your dorm wall and yelling at your roommates at 2
a.m. That little motherfucker is probably conspiring
with the campus squirrels again.
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Title IX lawsuit against UM and MUS continues,
12 more women added as plaintiffs
MARIAH THOMAS
mariah.thomas@umontana.edu
Twelve more women signed onto a Title IX
lawsuit against the University of Montana,
Montana University System and John Doe defendants over the summer — one day before a
July 30 deadline to add new plaintiffs.
The suit’s updated text explains that John
Doe defendants include UM employers,
employees or contractors who “may have
committed one or more of the acts” alleged
in the lawsuit.
The plaintiffs allege that UM President
Seth Bodnar created a “retaliatory culture”
and that UM’s environment “continues to
create wage, promotion, and opportunity
gaps for women.”
The Bozeman-based Blackford Carls firm
representing the plaintiffs announced the
additions on July 29. The suit was originally
filed on Aug. 4, 2021.
The new plaintiffs in July brought the
total number of named plaintiffs to 16, up
from four in the original suit. The suit’s text
states that 30 additional women contacted
Blackford Carls with stories similar to the
named plaintiffs’.
Blackford Carls is trying to get the court
to certify the case as a class action. A class
action suit requires that a common policy
or practice harmed a large number of people. The certification hasn’t come yet. It can
take over a year to certify a case as a class
action. If the case proceeds, a class action
suit can take years to go through the court
system.
“University of Montana-Missoula (‘UM’)
has long fostered and encouraged a culture,
and the resulting actions, that ‘on the
basis of sex’ denied female employees the
benefits of their long dedication to UM’s
educational programs. UM did not create
a glass ceiling for these women’s careers.
UM created a brick wall for these women’s
careers,” the suit’s text states.
The four original plaintiffs were:
Catherine Cole, former vice president of
enrollment management and strategic
communication; Barbara Koostra, former
director of the Montana Museum of Art
and Culture; Mary-Ann Sontag Bowman,
a tenured professor in the school of social
work; and Rhondie Voorhees, the former
dean of students.
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Additional named plaintiffs are: Courtney Babcock, UM’s former cross country
coach; Laura Berkhouse, a former assistant
in the office of UM’s legal counsel; Ruth
Ann Burgad, a computer systems analyst
at UM; Jennifer Cooper, a professor in the
School of Music; Cindy Ferguson, another
systems analyst who is retired; Freida Houser, a former Montana University System
employee who served as the director
of

The law school’s former office manager,
Reeves, claimed the former law school
dean, Paul Kirgis, “abused” her. She was
“forced to retire earlier than she had
planned.” Kirgis stepped down as the dean
in Oct. 2021 because students accused him
of discouraging them from going to Title IX.
According to the suit’s text, McNulty,
who served as interim dean of the University’s largest school, the College of Hu-

fiscal affairs; Sherrie Lindbo,
manities and Sciences, from 2018
another former MUS employee
to 2020, described being kicked
who worked as a financial
out of meetings and making
manager; Jennifer McNulty,
less than her permanent dean
the former interim dean of
counterparts. McNulty’s
UM’s College of Humanities
claims also state the permaand Sciences; Kathleen
nent dean who was hired
MAKAYLA O’NEIL | MONTANA KAIMIN
Reeves, the retired
for the position in 2020
former office manager
— Larry Hufford, who
at UM’s law school; Vida Wilkinson, the
stepped down from the position on March
outreach director at Missoula College; and
2, 2021 — was a less qualified candidate
two Jane Doe plaintiffs who were former
than she was.
UM students and employees.
Multiple claims — namely, from Burgad
The claims in the amended complaint
and the two Jane Doe plaintiffs — stated
reach back to employees who left UM as
investigations were mishandled by the UM
early as 2013.
Office of Equal Opportunity (2012) and the
Babcock, the former cross country coach, Title IX office (2016, 2019).
listed issues with male coaches and claimed
And, a number of the new plaintiffs also
UM repeatedly ignored requests to increase
claimed male counterparts with similar exher pay. At the time, the suit claims, she
perience and qualifications received raises
was the lowest paid coach in the Big Sky
when they did not. They said the University
Conference.
retaliated against them for complaints and
Berkhouse claimed UM denied her
the plaintiffs were called “bullies” when
accommodations for her disability, while
they spoke up.
allowing similar accommodations for male
In October 2021, UM filed a partial moemployees.
tion to dismiss the claims of plaintiff Sontag

Bowman that UM discriminated against her
by encouraging a male counterpart to apply
for the chair position in the school of social
work. UM also filed an answer to all the
claims in the suit. District court Judge Brian
Morris denied the partial motion, according
to previous Kaimin reporting.
In an exclusive interview with the Kaimin last spring, President Bodnar said UM is
committed to gender equity. He pointed to
his cabinet, where women hold 10 of its 18
spots, along with the S.E.A. (Safe, Empower, Accelerate) Change Initiative started in
2019 as indicators of UM’s culture.
“This has been a priority for our institution and something that I think we’re
making progress on,” Bodnar said. “Are we
done? Absolutely not. Does sexism exist in
the world? Does racism exist in the world?
Absolutely, it does — and it’s something we
all need to work to address in every way
that we can.”
Dave Kuntz, UM director of strategic
communications, said UM’s culture is on
trial in this lawsuit. To prove its culture
hasn’t created a brick wall for women’s
careers, Kuntz said UM’s human resources
department has examined data going back
to 2018.
HR found 78% of campus promotions
since Jan. 2018 have been women employees, Kuntz said. Women made up 59% of
new hires since Jan. 2018. He added UM’s
new provost, Dr. Pardis Mahdavi, is the first
woman to hold the position in over two
decades.
“While I don’t question or undermine
or want to scrutinize anyone’s specific
experience here at UM and those plaintiffs
involved, what this data shows is that that
narrative is just not correct,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said UM has also made efforts to
bolster its Title IX office by adding more
staff and implementing mandatory trainings
on sexual assault for students and University employees.
The Title IX lawsuit is not the only one
UM is facing. Former UM basketball coach
Shannon Schweyen filed a Title IX lawsuit
alleging sex-based discrimination last November. In May, a Missoula District Court
judge denied a motion from UM to dismiss
the complaint and compel arbitration,
which would have allowed the suit to be
settled out of court.

UM renovations aim to revamp campus

CAVEN WADE
caven.wade@umconnect.edu

The University of Montana continues construction this fall on multiple projects that
look to improve the campus landscape.
UM Facilities Services is overseeing projects including a Combined Heat and Power
Plant, the new Montana Museum of Arts
and Culture building, a complete remodel of
Knowles Hall and the base work for a new
dining hall.
“There is an infrastructure renewal
happening on campus that hasn’t happened
in generations,” Dave Kuntz, UM director of
strategic communications, said.
UM committed about $130 million to
build and renovate buildings across campus.
UM raised the funds through bonds in the
private debt market and private philanthropy. A private debt investment is when a loan
is acquired through a non-bank investor
like another private business. According
to Kuntz, UM used private donations and
bonds to avoid increasing student fees and
Missoula city tax payments.
Work began in the spring with the partial
demolition of Craig Hall and the Lommasson building on the southwest side of
campus.
“The University’s leaders feel strongly that
these projects are going to add to the experience here at the University of Montana,
and it’s going to strengthen our academic
mission,” Kuntz said.
The CHP renovation will conclude in
April 2023, according to Jameel Chaudhry,
associate director of planning at the University of Montana.
Facilities Services said the CHP will maintain and increase steam production, help the
University generate power for use on campus and aims to reduce the campus’ carbon
footprint. The facility will use two natural
gas-powered turbines, a heat recovery steam
generator and one steam turbine.
“The CHP will provide up to 80% of campus’ electricity generated on campus – we
won’t have to buy from Northwest Energy,”
Chaudhry said via email.
Following the completion of the CHP, the
MMAC will be finished around September
2023. This project resulted in the removal of
about one-third of the parking spots in the
Adams Center parking lot.
The MMAC will be devoted to the storage,
conservation, study and display of artifacts.
UM has Knowles Hall slated to re-open for
fall of 2023 following major renovations.
These renovations include renewed dorm

The first floor lobby of Knowles Hall on Aug. 28. ANDY MEPHAM | MONTANA KAIMIN
rooms, bathrooms, a kitchen, lounge rooms,
an additional classroom and faculty apartments, according to Chaudhry.
The new dining hall has the final planned
completion date for the fall of 2024.
The University is hopeful the new dining
hall becomes another home on campus outside of students’ dorm rooms and studying
locations.
“In between classes or before you go to
turn in, there’s a place for you to hang out
with friends, have a meal, and study,” Kuntz
said.
The new dining hall will also host six new
food venues, according to Chaudhry.
With all the active construction on
campus, students and faculty have raised
concerns about parking and construction
noise levels.
The reopening of lot P may resolve the
parking issue quickly, but there are still concerns that lots may have to be closed peri-

odically throughout the year for equipment.
Kuntz said the University will do its best to
update students on those parking limitations
and offer alternative solutions.
“We’re optimistic that because of the
locations of these projects it won’t impact
any learning or classroom activities, but as
people are going from class to class it will
be hard not to hear or feel the construction,”
Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the University is aware of
hindrances involved with major construction projects throughout the school year and
will always be open for contact regarding
problems with noise or disability access for
faculty and students.
“Each generation makes some sort of
sacrifice, which benefits the next group of
students,” Kuntz said.

The exterior balconies of Knowles Hall on Aug. 26.
ANDY MEPHAM | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Title IX lawsuit against UM and MUS continues,
12 more women added as plaintiffs
MARIAH THOMAS
mariah.thomas@umontana.edu
Twelve more women signed onto a Title IX
lawsuit against the University of Montana,
Montana University System and John Doe defendants over the summer — one day before a
July 30 deadline to add new plaintiffs.
The suit’s updated text explains that John
Doe defendants include UM employers,
employees or contractors who “may have
committed one or more of the acts” alleged
in the lawsuit.
The plaintiffs allege that UM President
Seth Bodnar created a “retaliatory culture”
and that UM’s environment “continues to
create wage, promotion, and opportunity
gaps for women.”
The Bozeman-based Blackford Carls firm
representing the plaintiffs announced the
additions on July 29. The suit was originally
filed on Aug. 4, 2021.
The new plaintiffs in July brought the
total number of named plaintiffs to 16, up
from four in the original suit. The suit’s text
states that 30 additional women contacted
Blackford Carls with stories similar to the
named plaintiffs’.
Blackford Carls is trying to get the court
to certify the case as a class action. A class
action suit requires that a common policy
or practice harmed a large number of people. The certification hasn’t come yet. It can
take over a year to certify a case as a class
action. If the case proceeds, a class action
suit can take years to go through the court
system.
“University of Montana-Missoula (‘UM’)
has long fostered and encouraged a culture,
and the resulting actions, that ‘on the
basis of sex’ denied female employees the
benefits of their long dedication to UM’s
educational programs. UM did not create
a glass ceiling for these women’s careers.
UM created a brick wall for these women’s
careers,” the suit’s text states.
The four original plaintiffs were:
Catherine Cole, former vice president of
enrollment management and strategic
communication; Barbara Koostra, former
director of the Montana Museum of Art
and Culture; Mary-Ann Sontag Bowman,
a tenured professor in the school of social
work; and Rhondie Voorhees, the former
dean of students.
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Additional named plaintiffs are: Courtney Babcock, UM’s former cross country
coach; Laura Berkhouse, a former assistant
in the office of UM’s legal counsel; Ruth
Ann Burgad, a computer systems analyst
at UM; Jennifer Cooper, a professor in the
School of Music; Cindy Ferguson, another
systems analyst who is retired; Freida Houser, a former Montana University System
employee who served as the director
of

The law school’s former office manager,
Reeves, claimed the former law school
dean, Paul Kirgis, “abused” her. She was
“forced to retire earlier than she had
planned.” Kirgis stepped down as the dean
in Oct. 2021 because students accused him
of discouraging them from going to Title IX.
According to the suit’s text, McNulty,
who served as interim dean of the University’s largest school, the College of Hu-

fiscal affairs; Sherrie Lindbo,
manities and Sciences, from 2018
another former MUS employee
to 2020, described being kicked
who worked as a financial
out of meetings and making
manager; Jennifer McNulty,
less than her permanent dean
the former interim dean of
counterparts. McNulty’s
UM’s College of Humanities
claims also state the permaand Sciences; Kathleen
nent dean who was hired
MAKAYLA O’NEIL | MONTANA KAIMIN
Reeves, the retired
for the position in 2020
former office manager
— Larry Hufford, who
at UM’s law school; Vida Wilkinson, the
stepped down from the position on March
outreach director at Missoula College; and
2, 2021 — was a less qualified candidate
two Jane Doe plaintiffs who were former
than she was.
UM students and employees.
Multiple claims — namely, from Burgad
The claims in the amended complaint
and the two Jane Doe plaintiffs — stated
reach back to employees who left UM as
investigations were mishandled by the UM
early as 2013.
Office of Equal Opportunity (2012) and the
Babcock, the former cross country coach, Title IX office (2016, 2019).
listed issues with male coaches and claimed
And, a number of the new plaintiffs also
UM repeatedly ignored requests to increase
claimed male counterparts with similar exher pay. At the time, the suit claims, she
perience and qualifications received raises
was the lowest paid coach in the Big Sky
when they did not. They said the University
Conference.
retaliated against them for complaints and
Berkhouse claimed UM denied her
the plaintiffs were called “bullies” when
accommodations for her disability, while
they spoke up.
allowing similar accommodations for male
In October 2021, UM filed a partial moemployees.
tion to dismiss the claims of plaintiff Sontag

Bowman that UM discriminated against her
by encouraging a male counterpart to apply
for the chair position in the school of social
work. UM also filed an answer to all the
claims in the suit. District court Judge Brian
Morris denied the partial motion, according
to previous Kaimin reporting.
In an exclusive interview with the Kaimin last spring, President Bodnar said UM is
committed to gender equity. He pointed to
his cabinet, where women hold 10 of its 18
spots, along with the S.E.A. (Safe, Empower, Accelerate) Change Initiative started in
2019 as indicators of UM’s culture.
“This has been a priority for our institution and something that I think we’re
making progress on,” Bodnar said. “Are we
done? Absolutely not. Does sexism exist in
the world? Does racism exist in the world?
Absolutely, it does — and it’s something we
all need to work to address in every way
that we can.”
Dave Kuntz, UM director of strategic
communications, said UM’s culture is on
trial in this lawsuit. To prove its culture
hasn’t created a brick wall for women’s
careers, Kuntz said UM’s human resources
department has examined data going back
to 2018.
HR found 78% of campus promotions
since Jan. 2018 have been women employees, Kuntz said. Women made up 59% of
new hires since Jan. 2018. He added UM’s
new provost, Dr. Pardis Mahdavi, is the first
woman to hold the position in over two
decades.
“While I don’t question or undermine
or want to scrutinize anyone’s specific
experience here at UM and those plaintiffs
involved, what this data shows is that that
narrative is just not correct,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said UM has also made efforts to
bolster its Title IX office by adding more
staff and implementing mandatory trainings
on sexual assault for students and University employees.
The Title IX lawsuit is not the only one
UM is facing. Former UM basketball coach
Shannon Schweyen filed a Title IX lawsuit
alleging sex-based discrimination last November. In May, a Missoula District Court
judge denied a motion from UM to dismiss
the complaint and compel arbitration,
which would have allowed the suit to be
settled out of court.

UM renovations aim to revamp campus

CAVEN WADE
caven.wade@umconnect.edu

The University of Montana continues construction this fall on multiple projects that
look to improve the campus landscape.
UM Facilities Services is overseeing projects including a Combined Heat and Power
Plant, the new Montana Museum of Arts
and Culture building, a complete remodel of
Knowles Hall and the base work for a new
dining hall.
“There is an infrastructure renewal
happening on campus that hasn’t happened
in generations,” Dave Kuntz, UM director of
strategic communications, said.
UM committed about $130 million to
build and renovate buildings across campus.
UM raised the funds through bonds in the
private debt market and private philanthropy. A private debt investment is when a loan
is acquired through a non-bank investor
like another private business. According
to Kuntz, UM used private donations and
bonds to avoid increasing student fees and
Missoula city tax payments.
Work began in the spring with the partial
demolition of Craig Hall and the Lommasson building on the southwest side of
campus.
“The University’s leaders feel strongly that
these projects are going to add to the experience here at the University of Montana,
and it’s going to strengthen our academic
mission,” Kuntz said.
The CHP renovation will conclude in
April 2023, according to Jameel Chaudhry,
associate director of planning at the University of Montana.
Facilities Services said the CHP will maintain and increase steam production, help the
University generate power for use on campus and aims to reduce the campus’ carbon
footprint. The facility will use two natural
gas-powered turbines, a heat recovery steam
generator and one steam turbine.
“The CHP will provide up to 80% of campus’ electricity generated on campus – we
won’t have to buy from Northwest Energy,”
Chaudhry said via email.
Following the completion of the CHP, the
MMAC will be finished around September
2023. This project resulted in the removal of
about one-third of the parking spots in the
Adams Center parking lot.
The MMAC will be devoted to the storage,
conservation, study and display of artifacts.
UM has Knowles Hall slated to re-open for
fall of 2023 following major renovations.
These renovations include renewed dorm

The first floor lobby of Knowles Hall on Aug. 28. ANDY MEPHAM | MONTANA KAIMIN
rooms, bathrooms, a kitchen, lounge rooms,
an additional classroom and faculty apartments, according to Chaudhry.
The new dining hall has the final planned
completion date for the fall of 2024.
The University is hopeful the new dining
hall becomes another home on campus outside of students’ dorm rooms and studying
locations.
“In between classes or before you go to
turn in, there’s a place for you to hang out
with friends, have a meal, and study,” Kuntz
said.
The new dining hall will also host six new
food venues, according to Chaudhry.
With all the active construction on
campus, students and faculty have raised
concerns about parking and construction
noise levels.
The reopening of lot P may resolve the
parking issue quickly, but there are still concerns that lots may have to be closed peri-

odically throughout the year for equipment.
Kuntz said the University will do its best to
update students on those parking limitations
and offer alternative solutions.
“We’re optimistic that because of the
locations of these projects it won’t impact
any learning or classroom activities, but as
people are going from class to class it will
be hard not to hear or feel the construction,”
Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the University is aware of
hindrances involved with major construction projects throughout the school year and
will always be open for contact regarding
problems with noise or disability access for
faculty and students.
“Each generation makes some sort of
sacrifice, which benefits the next group of
students,” Kuntz said.

The exterior balconies of Knowles Hall on Aug. 26.
ANDY MEPHAM | MONTANA KAIMIN
montanakaimin.com September 1, 2022 7

Welcome to the

‘Aberhood’

UM’s half-residential,
half-office building
opens to ease
housing crunch
Story by Andy Tallman
Photos by Ridley Hudson
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Sofia Morales stands by her bed in her Aber Hall dorm room. Morales, an upperclassman, shares a room with her roommate and her roommate’s dog.

S

OPHOMORE SOFIA MORALES
wheeled her box cart into a bright,
renovated Aber Hall lobby on Aug.
20. Morales, a sophomore studying
music performance and anthropology, walked past a sign with directions to the
hall’s six floors of UM student services.
She passed the front desks and got in the
elevator, taking the trip to her new home on
the 10th floor. This year, Aber will be home
to more than 100 other students on its seventh through 11th floors, in addition to office
spaces for UM employees.
“I was kinda confused at first,” Morales
said. “I didn’t know this building existed.”
The University built Aber in 1967. The
building served as a residence hall until fall
2020 when it was used as COVID isolation
housing. In spring 2022, Aber became an office building and UM employees moved into
floors one through six.
While original plans would have left the
floors empty, pressure from the Missoula
housing pinch and fewer rooms on campus
forced UM to put students back in Aber. UM
Housing has taken more than 250 beds offline since 2019. This year, students and staff
will split the building.
Last spring, UM employees moved from
the Lommasson Center across campus to
Aber Hall. Construction for a new dining hall
wiped out much of their office space. The

Repainted elevators in Aber Hall on Aug. 23.
departments, including the registrar’s office
and disability equity, only needed six floors.
UM chose to leave the top five floors unoccupied at the time.
By summer, housing officials realized
more students needed to live on campus than
could be accommodated without reopening

Aber for dorm space.
UM has been operating on a plan of a
steady growth trajectory, and was expecting more freshmen this fall — but it wasn’t
expecting so many upperclassmen to live in
University housing, according to Dave Kuntz,
UM’s director of strategic communications.
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LEFT: Sofia Morales looks out the window of her Aber Hall dorm room at the University’s
football stadium on Aug. 23.
BELOW: Erin Shaw, TRIO Student Support Services program coordinator, works at her desk
on Aug. 23 in Aber Hall. Shaw said, “Being in Aber Hall is nice to be close to the students.”

“We’re all very aware of the tremendous
demand for housing in the student
community.”

~ Brian French, UM’s director of the Office for Student Success

“Aber is an island away from other
residence halls.”

~ Dave Kuntz, UM’s director of strategic communications

“With the rising cost of rent in Missoula
increasing at a rapid rate, more students are
choosing to live in UM housing than ever
before,” Kuntz said.
When Kuntz was in college at UM about
a decade ago, most students would live in
dorms as freshmen and then rent in the
community. Average Missoula rent prices
increased from $800 to more than $1,000
according to the Missoula Board of Realtors.
Private student housing options like ROAM
and The Sawyer are full this year.
With most private rentals exceeding UM’s
rent prices, which are controlled by the
Board of Regents, University housing appears
as the best option for many students. For
those who haven’t been on an apartment
waitlist since February, the dorms are all
that’s left.

A QUICK MAKEOVER
Reopening the upper floors of Aber as
dorms added 186 beds, but also made extra
work for Facilities Services. Many of the
departments in Aber handle student records,
so money and security was a concern.
Facilities Services installed security
cameras in hallways on all floors, according
to Jameel Chaudhry, associate director of
planning, design and construction.
Facilities Services also reprogrammed
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the stairway locks. Once inside the Aber
stairwell, people can only access the first
floor. However, new building codes for fire
safety require that people be able to exit the
stairwell onto any floor.
To address this, Chaudhry’s department
programmed the locks so if the fire alarm
goes off, anyone can access any floor from
the stairwell. Workers updated the sprinkler
system and the pipes, which required taking
out all of the ceilings.
Facilities Services also hired contractors to
make other changes like new carpeting and
trim. Construction to make the upper floors
ready for students wrapped up about a week
before move-in, with the exception of RA
rooms, which were ready earlier.
However, on Aug. 25 contractors were
still putting in rubber trim in the 11th floor
hallways. Housing put surplus furniture from
Knowles Hall, another dorm that’s not in use
this year, in dorms and common spaces.
Facilities Services only had the summer to
make Aber liveable and secure.
“It was tight, but it’s manageable,”
Chaudhry said.

MIXED-USE LIFESTYLE
Brian Reed, UM’s associate vice provost,
said that students were excited about the
11th floor common space, which looks out

over the rest of campus.
Zoë Roberts, a freshman living in Aber,
noticed some renovations since she stayed in
Aber for a high school camp. The elevators
have a new coat of paint, and the common
space on the 11th floor received new appliances and furniture.
“It’s a really nice hall,” Roberts said. “It has
a great view. It’s quiet because it’s away from
the other halls.”
Roberts thinks sharing space with staff
will be “really helpful, actually. If you need
help with something, like financial aid, you
can go straight downstairs.”
Amy Capolupo, director of the Office for
Disability Equity, agreed. The ODE has a new
testing center on Aber’s first floor that will be
beneficial for disabled students in Aber who
need testing accommodations.
“Our testing center is really nice,” Capolupo said. “Students who need the testing
center can just come downstairs. They don’t
even have to get out of their pajamas if they
don’t want to.”
Brian French, UM’s director of the Office
for Student Success, was also positive about
his new office space in Aber 422. He moved
in spring 2022.
“We were all very pleasantly surprised,”
French said. “We were all a little nervous
because we all had great office space in Lommasson, but our new office space is actually

working out really, really well.”
French said he’s supportive of sharing the
space with students.
“We’re all very aware of the tremendous
demand for housing in the student community,” French said.
Kuntz said that most of Aber’s 176 occupants are in their third semester or further.
Morales, who is an upperclassman at Aber,
applied to Lewis and Clark and the University Villages, but was waitlisted.
More than 100 people have been waitlisted
for off-campus UM housing. Some applied to
multiple apartment complexes, but they are
already full. Morales turned back to campus,
where she applied late but still got a spot in
Aber Hall.
“(UM Housing) has been really nice,”
Morales said. “They got back to me really fast
when I asked if I could move in before the
freshmen.”
Now living in the hall, Morales has a
transfer student roommate who is looking
to get a single room to accommodate her
(roommate’s) service dog. Morales said she’s
concerned about other students returning
late at night and causing disturbances.
“I think it’ll be interesting for the administrators to have to deal with residents,”
Morales said.
Morales is also concerned about COVID,
and anticipates cases will go up as students

gather for classes. Currently, Kuntz said, UM
has no spaces set aside for COVID isolation.
Kuntz said when 40 rooms were set aside for
isolation last year, next to none were used.
“With housing at such a premium, UM
wasn’t in a position to set aside any housing
that wouldn’t be used,” Kuntz said.
However, he said, there are contingency
plans. UM has memorandums of understanding with local hotels, meaning the hotels
would let students quarantine there, and
there is other University space that can be
used temporarily for isolation.
French said the new location will take
some getting used to for students, adding that
UM needs to work on putting up additional signage. There is some signage over at
Lommasson to direct people to Aber for the
offices that moved to the lower six floors.
Reed said that Aber will have a large sign
listing all the offices, plus some final signage
at the front.

TIGHTLY PACKED
Most UM dorms have one resident assistant per floor. Aber has two, for a total of
nine RAs and one community development
coordinator.
Sandy Curtis, UM’s executive director of
housing, said Aber Hall needs eight RAs to
run supervision rounds and the front desk.
This means that Aber RAs are in charge
of fewer students than other RAs, some of
whom are supervising more students than
ever before. Aber RA Taylor Cantrell is in
charge of 16 residents, while Jesse RA Miles
Radick is in charge of 44.
Radick’s floor has another sign of UM’s
effort to make space for everyone: His study
lounge was converted into a six-person dorm.
With no common space, he had to have his
first floor meeting in the Jesse Hall lobby.
The temporary space consists of three
bunk beds, some racks on wheels for closet
space, a table with some chairs, a TV, a fridge
and an air conditioning unit.
Several dorms have these temporary
spaces. Jesse has them on the second, third,
fourth, fifth and eighth floors. Earlier in
August, Kuntz said there were 35 students

assigned to temporary spaces.
That number quickly went
down to seven on Aug. 18,
three on Aug. 23, then one
as of Aug. 25. The temporary
lounges were never meant to
be permanent housing, so UM
has been shuffling resident
assignments out of them as
other spaces open up.
“We’re extremely confident
that by the second or third day
of school, we’ll be able to move
those temporary students into
permanent housing,” Kuntz
said.
During the first few days
and weeks of school, UM
Housing gets a better idea of
how many people need housing as people drop out or find
other arrangements.
Radick, the Jesse RA, said
while there will be fewer
students needing housing
than housing officials initially
thought, UM Housing could
A temporary dorm in Jesse Hall that holds up to six occupants in what used to be the floor’s common area on Aug. 29.
see higher demand midway
through the semester as students realize they can’t afford
renting from the community.
“We’ve been planning all summer for lots
But Kuntz also said that the future
apartments to the “Xs” south of campus.
of different contingencies,” Curtis said.
has more beds at UM. The renovation of
However, it will have to do so while keeping
Chaudhry says he anticipates potential
Knowles, which took 266 beds out of the
the existing 56-year-old apartments open.
conflicts with the mixed-use nature of the
picture, will soon be over.
“We’re at the point where we can no
building, but that his team has done its best
“Students will move into Knowles one year longer take any housing offline,” Kuntz said.
to make it through.
from now,” Kuntz said.
“The University is taking those aggressive
Radick says he isn’t too worried that the
In addition, he said engineers are now
steps because we want to make sure we
students in Aber will be a bother to the staff,
planning a new residence hall the size of
stay one step ahead of the housing demand
since most of the floors are women.
Pantzer that will hopefully open for the 2024- in Missoula, this year and the years ahead,
“From my experience, guys are the ones
2025 school year and will add about 200
because our goal is that no student doesn’t
getting into trouble,” Radick said.
beds. The new residence hall will likely be
continue their education because they can’t
located near the west side of campus.
find housing here.”
WORK/LIFE FOR GOOD?
“Aber is an island away from other resiMorales said she is comfortable living in
dence halls,” Kuntz said, citing that isolation
Aber. She said the new building has its perks,
No one knows exactly when Aber will
as a reason UM chose to convert it to office
like more elevators compared to her dorm in
only be an office space, but getting residents
space “in the game of Tetris (UM) is playing
Miller Hall so she can get around faster. She
out of the building is UM’s goal. The Board of right now.”
still hopes for a room in Pantzer Hall or an
Regents has given UM authority to use Aber
UM anticipates demand for University
off-campus apartment.
as a mixed-use building for as long as the bed
housing will keep rising.
“I was just happy to get a place to live,”
supply is needed, Kuntz said.
He said that UM also hopes to add new
Morales said.
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LEFT: Sofia Morales looks out the window of her Aber Hall dorm room at the University’s
football stadium on Aug. 23.
BELOW: Erin Shaw, TRIO Student Support Services program coordinator, works at her desk
on Aug. 23 in Aber Hall. Shaw said, “Being in Aber Hall is nice to be close to the students.”
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~ Brian French, UM’s director of the Office for Student Success

“Aber is an island away from other
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~ Dave Kuntz, UM’s director of strategic communications

“With the rising cost of rent in Missoula
increasing at a rapid rate, more students are
choosing to live in UM housing than ever
before,” Kuntz said.
When Kuntz was in college at UM about
a decade ago, most students would live in
dorms as freshmen and then rent in the
community. Average Missoula rent prices
increased from $800 to more than $1,000
according to the Missoula Board of Realtors.
Private student housing options like ROAM
and The Sawyer are full this year.
With most private rentals exceeding UM’s
rent prices, which are controlled by the
Board of Regents, University housing appears
as the best option for many students. For
those who haven’t been on an apartment
waitlist since February, the dorms are all
that’s left.

A QUICK MAKEOVER
Reopening the upper floors of Aber as
dorms added 186 beds, but also made extra
work for Facilities Services. Many of the
departments in Aber handle student records,
so money and security was a concern.
Facilities Services installed security
cameras in hallways on all floors, according
to Jameel Chaudhry, associate director of
planning, design and construction.
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the stairway locks. Once inside the Aber
stairwell, people can only access the first
floor. However, new building codes for fire
safety require that people be able to exit the
stairwell onto any floor.
To address this, Chaudhry’s department
programmed the locks so if the fire alarm
goes off, anyone can access any floor from
the stairwell. Workers updated the sprinkler
system and the pipes, which required taking
out all of the ceilings.
Facilities Services also hired contractors to
make other changes like new carpeting and
trim. Construction to make the upper floors
ready for students wrapped up about a week
before move-in, with the exception of RA
rooms, which were ready earlier.
However, on Aug. 25 contractors were
still putting in rubber trim in the 11th floor
hallways. Housing put surplus furniture from
Knowles Hall, another dorm that’s not in use
this year, in dorms and common spaces.
Facilities Services only had the summer to
make Aber liveable and secure.
“It was tight, but it’s manageable,”
Chaudhry said.

MIXED-USE LIFESTYLE
Brian Reed, UM’s associate vice provost,
said that students were excited about the
11th floor common space, which looks out

over the rest of campus.
Zoë Roberts, a freshman living in Aber,
noticed some renovations since she stayed in
Aber for a high school camp. The elevators
have a new coat of paint, and the common
space on the 11th floor received new appliances and furniture.
“It’s a really nice hall,” Roberts said. “It has
a great view. It’s quiet because it’s away from
the other halls.”
Roberts thinks sharing space with staff
will be “really helpful, actually. If you need
help with something, like financial aid, you
can go straight downstairs.”
Amy Capolupo, director of the Office for
Disability Equity, agreed. The ODE has a new
testing center on Aber’s first floor that will be
beneficial for disabled students in Aber who
need testing accommodations.
“Our testing center is really nice,” Capolupo said. “Students who need the testing
center can just come downstairs. They don’t
even have to get out of their pajamas if they
don’t want to.”
Brian French, UM’s director of the Office
for Student Success, was also positive about
his new office space in Aber 422. He moved
in spring 2022.
“We were all very pleasantly surprised,”
French said. “We were all a little nervous
because we all had great office space in Lommasson, but our new office space is actually

working out really, really well.”
French said he’s supportive of sharing the
space with students.
“We’re all very aware of the tremendous
demand for housing in the student community,” French said.
Kuntz said that most of Aber’s 176 occupants are in their third semester or further.
Morales, who is an upperclassman at Aber,
applied to Lewis and Clark and the University Villages, but was waitlisted.
More than 100 people have been waitlisted
for off-campus UM housing. Some applied to
multiple apartment complexes, but they are
already full. Morales turned back to campus,
where she applied late but still got a spot in
Aber Hall.
“(UM Housing) has been really nice,”
Morales said. “They got back to me really fast
when I asked if I could move in before the
freshmen.”
Now living in the hall, Morales has a
transfer student roommate who is looking
to get a single room to accommodate her
(roommate’s) service dog. Morales said she’s
concerned about other students returning
late at night and causing disturbances.
“I think it’ll be interesting for the administrators to have to deal with residents,”
Morales said.
Morales is also concerned about COVID,
and anticipates cases will go up as students

gather for classes. Currently, Kuntz said, UM
has no spaces set aside for COVID isolation.
Kuntz said when 40 rooms were set aside for
isolation last year, next to none were used.
“With housing at such a premium, UM
wasn’t in a position to set aside any housing
that wouldn’t be used,” Kuntz said.
However, he said, there are contingency
plans. UM has memorandums of understanding with local hotels, meaning the hotels
would let students quarantine there, and
there is other University space that can be
used temporarily for isolation.
French said the new location will take
some getting used to for students, adding that
UM needs to work on putting up additional signage. There is some signage over at
Lommasson to direct people to Aber for the
offices that moved to the lower six floors.
Reed said that Aber will have a large sign
listing all the offices, plus some final signage
at the front.

TIGHTLY PACKED
Most UM dorms have one resident assistant per floor. Aber has two, for a total of
nine RAs and one community development
coordinator.
Sandy Curtis, UM’s executive director of
housing, said Aber Hall needs eight RAs to
run supervision rounds and the front desk.
This means that Aber RAs are in charge
of fewer students than other RAs, some of
whom are supervising more students than
ever before. Aber RA Taylor Cantrell is in
charge of 16 residents, while Jesse RA Miles
Radick is in charge of 44.
Radick’s floor has another sign of UM’s
effort to make space for everyone: His study
lounge was converted into a six-person dorm.
With no common space, he had to have his
first floor meeting in the Jesse Hall lobby.
The temporary space consists of three
bunk beds, some racks on wheels for closet
space, a table with some chairs, a TV, a fridge
and an air conditioning unit.
Several dorms have these temporary
spaces. Jesse has them on the second, third,
fourth, fifth and eighth floors. Earlier in
August, Kuntz said there were 35 students

assigned to temporary spaces.
That number quickly went
down to seven on Aug. 18,
three on Aug. 23, then one
as of Aug. 25. The temporary
lounges were never meant to
be permanent housing, so UM
has been shuffling resident
assignments out of them as
other spaces open up.
“We’re extremely confident
that by the second or third day
of school, we’ll be able to move
those temporary students into
permanent housing,” Kuntz
said.
During the first few days
and weeks of school, UM
Housing gets a better idea of
how many people need housing as people drop out or find
other arrangements.
Radick, the Jesse RA, said
while there will be fewer
students needing housing
than housing officials initially
thought, UM Housing could
A temporary dorm in Jesse Hall that holds up to six occupants in what used to be the floor’s common area on Aug. 29.
see higher demand midway
through the semester as students realize they can’t afford
renting from the community.
“We’ve been planning all summer for lots
But Kuntz also said that the future
apartments to the “Xs” south of campus.
of different contingencies,” Curtis said.
has more beds at UM. The renovation of
However, it will have to do so while keeping
Chaudhry says he anticipates potential
Knowles, which took 266 beds out of the
the existing 56-year-old apartments open.
conflicts with the mixed-use nature of the
picture, will soon be over.
“We’re at the point where we can no
building, but that his team has done its best
“Students will move into Knowles one year longer take any housing offline,” Kuntz said.
to make it through.
from now,” Kuntz said.
“The University is taking those aggressive
Radick says he isn’t too worried that the
In addition, he said engineers are now
steps because we want to make sure we
students in Aber will be a bother to the staff,
planning a new residence hall the size of
stay one step ahead of the housing demand
since most of the floors are women.
Pantzer that will hopefully open for the 2024- in Missoula, this year and the years ahead,
“From my experience, guys are the ones
2025 school year and will add about 200
because our goal is that no student doesn’t
getting into trouble,” Radick said.
beds. The new residence hall will likely be
continue their education because they can’t
located near the west side of campus.
find housing here.”
WORK/LIFE FOR GOOD?
“Aber is an island away from other resiMorales said she is comfortable living in
dence halls,” Kuntz said, citing that isolation
Aber. She said the new building has its perks,
No one knows exactly when Aber will
as a reason UM chose to convert it to office
like more elevators compared to her dorm in
only be an office space, but getting residents
space “in the game of Tetris (UM) is playing
Miller Hall so she can get around faster. She
out of the building is UM’s goal. The Board of right now.”
still hopes for a room in Pantzer Hall or an
Regents has given UM authority to use Aber
UM anticipates demand for University
off-campus apartment.
as a mixed-use building for as long as the bed
housing will keep rising.
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Summer flicks you may have missed
HALEY YARBOROUGH
haley.yarborough@umontana.edu
A wise, purple alien named Thanos once
said, “The hardest choices require the strongest wills.”
Deciding what movie or show to watch
might be the hardest decision you make on
a Friday night. With summer coming to a
close, you’re likely searching for some form of
entertainment to distract you from the stressful reality of new roommates, college courses
and lack of air-conditioning.
Do not fear. While you were enjoying your
last few weeks of summer, we were diligently
binging as many movies and shows as we
could (you’re welcome). Here’s a list of series
and flicks you may have missed this summer.

“The Boys”

*****

Two words to describe this series: fucking
diabolical. Amazon’s original “The Boys” is
a satirical, if unorthodox, approach to the
superhero genre. Set in a universe where superpowered people are aggressively marketed
and monetized as “heroes” by powerful corporations, this gory and dark comedy turns
any comic fan’s expectations upside down.
After seasons one and two, it’s hard to
imagine “The Boys” getting any better.
Thankfully, season three is as gratuitous
and creative in its bodily mutilations as ever.
Between flying hamsters chewing off faces to
dildos being used as deadly weapons, “The
Boys” is one of the best, smartest and most
entertaining shows on TV to date.

“Bullet Train”

“The Summer I Turned Pretty”

**

Ironically, this Prime Video teen series did
not originate from a Wattpad fanfiction about
Harry Styles. Between the sappy romance,
cringy dialogue and lineup of love interests
reminiscent of boy-toy Tik-Tok influencers,
this is mediocre, if watchable, coming-of-age
romantic drama. That said, “The Summer
I Turned Pretty” is light years ahead of the
dumpster fire that is modern young romance.
(I’m looking at you, “The Kissing Booth.”)
This series follows 15-year-old Belly Conklin (Lola Tung) on her summer vacation at
Cousins Beach, where she finds herself in a
love triangle between two brothers, Jeremiah
(Gavin Casalegno) and Conrad Fisher (Christopher Briney). Despite the tiresome premise,
this show is more addictive than crack. You
can binge-watch this entire series in one sitting, staring lovingly into self-proclaimed bad
boy Conrad’s icy blue ORBS. Just remember
to turn off your brain or you’ll be left wondering why you wasted an entire night obsessing
over boys with fluffy hair. 			

***

This movie is like the Looney Tunes
version of a Tarantino film. Does that make
it a bad film? Absolutely not. “Bullet Train” is
adapted from “Maria Beetle,” the page-turner
by Japanese author Kotaro Isaka. The film
takes place in Japan on a high-speed train
headed on a one-way trip to hell. With Brad
Pitt as the protagonist playing a wisecracking
assassin named Ladybug, this film is funny,
fun and at times, glaringly stupid.
Disregarding Rotten Tomatoes’ ridiculously low rating, “Bullet Train” is still a gory
and glorious non-stop joyride, with likable
characters, an impressive cast and plenty of
well-choreographed action to leave you laughing with glee (or hiding your eyes in horror).

CONTRIBUTED

“Prey”

****

“Prey” is worth your money to see on the
biggest screen possible. Unfortunately, it’s not
in theaters, so you’ll likely be watching it on a
phone-sized screen in your dorm room, angry
you didn’t upgrade to Hulu premium. While
it undoubtedly deserves a theatrical release,
“Prey” is worthy of a watch regardless of
where you are.
Following Comanche warrior Naru (Amber Midthunder), “Prey” takes place in the
Northern Great Plains of North America in
the 1700s. The time period combined with
the stunning cinematography, stellar action
and fierce main heroine make this a unique
addition to the “Predator” franchise, even if
there are no “Choppas.”

CONTRIBUTED

“Thirteen Lives”

****
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CONTRIBUTED
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This film is a doozy for anyone with
claustrophobia. “Thirteen Lives” follows the
harrowing 18-day cave rescue of a Thai youth
soccer team from Tham Luang cave in 2018.
Despite the over two-hour run time, director
Ron Howard takes a pragmatic approach to
capture a nearly impossible mission: Both to
find the trapped team and to swim them out.
Watching the process is nothing short of
agonizing. The audience spends nearly an
hour of the movie experiencing the primal
terror of being underground, underwater
and sedated. Even if your nails are nothing
but nubs by the finish, the end result is more
rewarding than painful.

CONTRIBUTED
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Sarah Frazier chases a dream delayed

ASA THOMAS METCALFE
asa.metcalfe@umontana.edu

Sarah Frazier stands aglow with fractal
colors and distorted projector art on the
stage at the Zootown Arts Community Center. A small audience, ranging from young
teenagers to middle-aged artists, is silent.
She lays down a heavy-toned piano riff
over an electronic low-end beat. She croons
a crystal-clear siren song, which bleeds into
a melange of autotune as she brings in the
synthesizers and vocal effects.
Frazier is a powerhouse of electro-indie
pop with a core of local fans who follow her
from stage-to-stage in the Missoula area.
The 29-year-old artist has released two
solo albums and is one half of Queenager,
a Missoula-based indie pop band featuring
Bryan Curt Kostors, a professor of music at
the University of Montana.
While Frazier is no stranger to the many
stages of the local music scene, higher
education eluded her until just this last
semester.
“I’m really glad I decided to go to school,”
Frazier said. “It ended up being better than
what I was expecting.”
Going to college wasn’t something
Frazier considered when she came out of
Helena High School. She knew she wanted
a career in music, but felt overwhelmed and
disillusioned by the education system.
Frazier remembers one day in music
theory class, when she was told all the
requirements to receive a music degree.
“I was dragging my feet in the door when
I got home after school that day,” she said.
With dreams of a music degree dwindling after she graduated in 2011, she
stayed active in the music scene, playing
shows in Helena and Great Falls. She made
friends and connections that would help
bring her to perform in other parts of the
state.
Not long after high school, she had the
idea to try higher education. Thinking that
maybe a music degree was just a bad fit,
she looked at Helena College University of
Montana and considered computer science.
She eventually gave up and moved to
Missoula where the opportunities to perform and mingle with other musicians were
more plentiful. Frazier has since become
a mainstay of the Missoula music scene,
performing shows every month, collaborating with other established local acts and
building a music career without a degree.
Despite the local popularity, she worked

Sarah Frazier performs her music at the Zootown Arts Community Center on Thursday, Aug. 27. NATE SANCHEZ | MONTANA KAIMIN
a full-time job she didn’t feel connected to.
She landed in elementary education and
worked with kids at a Montessori school by
day while bolstering her dreams on nightclub stages by night.
But performing the steady line of Missoula shows was a far cry from the professional
musicianship she had once dreamed of
achieving.
Changes at work left her feeling overworked and she eventually hit a wall. She
went outside for a cigarette and as the
flame devoured the tobacco and paper she
considered how time had done the same to
her ambitions. By the time the ashes had
fallen she had decided what she needed to
do.
“I got onto the UM website and I was
looking at all the different things you can
major in and all the things that you can
minor in and like certificates and all that,”
Frazier said. “Then I found out that there’s

an interesting entertainment management
certificate.”
Learning the business aspect of music
seemed a practical gap to fill. She knew
she wanted to stay music-oriented, but the
technical theory and specificity of a music
education didn’t feel as useful.
“That’s the whole point of me going to
school. I really love my music. That’s like
the one thing that I want to do, but I love
the business aspect of that,” Frazier said.
She enrolled in her first-ever semester of
college in spring 2022, 11 years after graduating high school. Following the advice of
another non-traditional student, she started
in the spring instead of waiting for the next
fall.
Despite the years of her playing on stages, Frazier is still intimidated by the new
experience.
“With orientation alone, I was terrified,”
Frazier said. “I was under the impression

that I was going to be surrounded by a
bunch of kids that were super ambitious,
and they’re all dressed cool, you know? In
their athletic garb and they’re perfect.”
Even after 11 years of avoiding them,
the general education requirements were
still there waiting. While the structure
of education may not have changed, the
student inside Frazier certainly had and she
found something to enjoy in even the most
mundane of subjects.
Her first semester taught her to enjoy
microeconomics.
“I didn’t know anything about economics
at all before I started school, but by the end
of this semester, I think about economics in,
like, everything now,” Frazier said.
Frazier’s music can be streamed on Spotify or Bandcamp. Her next live performances are in Missoula at Flavortown on Sept. 22
and Suite Two on Sept. 30.
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Jaden Griggs creating a new standard, on and off the field
MAX DUPRAS
max.dupras@umontana.edu
Jaden Griggs, the forward who clinched
the Big Sky title for Griz Soccer, has
returned for the 2022 fall season ready to
step out of the shadows of last year’s strong
seniors.
“She came into this program as we were
trying to build an identity,” UM head soccer
coach Chris Citowicki said. “Her class was
tasked with helping this program become
competitive by the time they graduate.”
So far she has won multiple Big Sky
Conference titles and made two NCAA
appearances.
“Jaden herself scored the game winning
goal in last year’s championship game,” Citowicki said. Griggs was flying high last year
as a silent striker, making only 11 starts in
the Grizzlies’ 20 regular season games while
ranking top three in scoring with four goals
and eight points total.
Even as a freshman, Griggs made Academic All-Big Sky with some electric performances while playing almost every game.
With all these accolades, her goal remains
clear: to win.
The Grizzlies have been the premier soccer program in the Big Sky, winning three of
the last four postseasons with Citowicki at
the helm.
“I think we’ve always had high expectations here and I’m expecting the same thing.
Just high expectations, have a lot of fun, win
a lot of games with this team and finish off
the year strong,” Griggs said.
Griggs has been surrounded by impressive players. Some, like Taylor Hansen,
Mimi Eiden and Caitlin Rogers made their
professional debuts across the world in the
past year .
Griggs’ goal is to still keep the team afloat
after the program’s all-time leader in games
played (Hansen) moved on to play for the
National Women’s Soccer League.
“I lean on my teammates all the time,”
Griggs said. “Especially if I’m dealing with
any little inconvenience, I will go to my
friends and teammates. It’s been so helpful
having people that I trust.”
With a championship in sight, sometimes
that payoff clouds the vision of those on the
verge of graduating, but Griggs still has her
eyes set on a degree that goes beyond any
professional soccer aspirations.
“I wanna go into sales and marketing for
a career and I love talking to people. I think
being in an atmosphere where you are meeting new people all the time, it really does set
you up for things like that, for jobs like that,”
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What you need to know about UM’s athlete likeness collective
JACK MARSHALL
jack.marshall@umontana.edu
A local businessman hopes to fully
launch a business that will use University
of Montana athletes as spokespeople for
charities across western Montana.
UM alum Toby Weida said his plan uses
UM donor money to create a name, image
and likeness collective, the first of its kind
at UM.
In 2021, the NCAA approved NIL
student deals which ruled that athletes
can profit off of endorsement deals in a
landmark decision. Since the decision, UM
athletes have been able to become sponsored and make an income.
UM football running back Junior Bergen
has taken advantage of this by doing
advertisements for Ford Lithia Motors in
Missoula. “We’ve got a game plan for your
driving needs,” the dealership stated in an
ad that features Bergen resting on a Jeep
with a football in his hand.
An NIL collective is a group of donors
pooling money to supplement NIL deals for
student athletes. NIL collectives operate
independently from their partner universi-

ties. There are more than 120 NILs in the
country right now, according to NIL based
website On3.com.
Recently, Weida’s company “IVOVI
Sports” posted on social media that companies could reach out to use linebacker
Patrick O’Connell for advertising. IVOVI
started posting more as more NIL collectives have arrived, but Weida got started
on the logistics earlier than this summer.
In the winter of 2021, Texas A&M donors created an NIL collective called “The
Fund” that would provide NIL deals to its
athletes. University of Alabama head football coach Nick Saban quickly criticized
the collective, saying it “bought every player” in its highly ranked recruiting class.
“A rumor came out that there was a $25
million collective (at Texas A&M),” Weida
said. “That piqued my curiosity and I started looking at it.”
Weida then formulated ideas on how
he could create a collective at UM, but he
wanted to make sure he didn’t violate any
NCAA or UM-specific rules.
He plans to work as a middle man for
donors to reach out to if they want to use
an athlete for sponsorship. In order to
gain donors’ trust, he went on the Griz-

zly Scholarship Association’s spring tour
across Montana.
His end goal is to create a collective that
will provide money to student athletes
while they do advertising for local charities in Montana.
“I want to run an NIL agency that the
University of Montana can be proud of
and that represents our student athletes in
a positive light,” he said.
IVOVI has already set the tone for NIL
collectives in the FCS. North Dakota based
columnist Mike McFeely cited Weida’s
plan to North Dakota State fans to start a
similar collective.
“NDSU has been slow to act,” McFeely
wrote. “Weida says he’s willing to talk with
NDSU boosters if they are looking for guidance. I have his cell number.”
Weida is a 1990 UM grad who studied
political science. He has been to all but
five Griz home games since graduating. His
brother J.C. Weida is UM’s athletic trainer
while his nephew, Joe Weida, is a freshman
on the football team.
“Having a brother that worked as closely
with student athletes as he has… has given
me a different perspective on the teams
and all the athletes,” Weida said.

Toby Weida has already been working
with UM associate athletic director Jean
Gee to make sure he hasn’t broken any
rules.
As of Aug. 28, only one other NIL Collective exists in the Big Sky Conference,
the Bobcat Collective at Montana State
University. The Bobcat Collective Inc. is
set to launch late August and is run by
Brandon Vancleeve.

University of Montana sophomore forward Delaney Lou Schorr attempts to block Wyoming from getting the ball on Aug. 25, at Dornblaser Field.
CHRIS LODMAN | MONTANA KAIMIN
Griggs said.
Griggs was sidelined with an unknown
back injury to start the Grizzlies’ non-conference appearance against Wyoming. Keeping
the team energized from the sidelines is all
she needed to do.
After a tournament where the Griz lost
0-2 to a tough University of Pittsburgh
Panthers team, Montana managed to tie up
against Wyoming in the last 25 minutes of
the match.
“On a personal level she’s a great mentor
to our younger players. She knows her balance and is able to show players that you can
be great on the field while also having a life
outside of soccer,” Citowicki said.
Her time on the team has been well spent
as a Big Sky champ and now she hopes to
reign in the young guns of the team and
show them what a leader can look like.
“I mean, I think everyone could kind of
say the same but freshman year playing,
no matter how much you play, it’s so nerve

wracking. You’re scared. You’re in a different
place, just very nervous. And I think now it’s
nice being a little bit older and being a help
to the younger players with their nerves,”
the senior forward said.
In the vein of the Grizzly spirit, Griggs
has shown a tenacity that might not go toward a professional soccer career, but it will
go to making her dreams, and maybe even
the Grizzlies’ dreams, come true.
“Like I said before, she knows her balance
and can help guide the younger players. She
is committed to the team and program and
always gives her best. Best of all she has a
fun personality that can turn serious in a
heartbeat,” Citowicki said “She’ll crush you
in a 1-v-1 but then be your best friend right
after.”
Griz soccer will play MSU Billings at
home on Friday Sept. 2 before taking on
CSU Bakersfield for a matinee matchup on
Sunday, Sept. 4. Conference games start on
Sept. 23.

UM
ATHLETE

University of Montana senior forward Jaden Griggs
at Dornblaser Fields after a tied game with
Wyoming. CHRIS LODMAN | MONTANA KAIMIN

MAKAYLA O’NEIL | MONTANA KAIMIN
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UM football running back Junior Bergen
has taken advantage of this by doing
advertisements for Ford Lithia Motors in
Missoula. “We’ve got a game plan for your
driving needs,” the dealership stated in an
ad that features Bergen resting on a Jeep
with a football in his hand.
An NIL collective is a group of donors
pooling money to supplement NIL deals for
student athletes. NIL collectives operate
independently from their partner universi-

ties. There are more than 120 NILs in the
country right now, according to NIL based
website On3.com.
Recently, Weida’s company “IVOVI
Sports” posted on social media that companies could reach out to use linebacker
Patrick O’Connell for advertising. IVOVI
started posting more as more NIL collectives have arrived, but Weida got started
on the logistics earlier than this summer.
In the winter of 2021, Texas A&M donors created an NIL collective called “The
Fund” that would provide NIL deals to its
athletes. University of Alabama head football coach Nick Saban quickly criticized
the collective, saying it “bought every player” in its highly ranked recruiting class.
“A rumor came out that there was a $25
million collective (at Texas A&M),” Weida
said. “That piqued my curiosity and I started looking at it.”
Weida then formulated ideas on how
he could create a collective at UM, but he
wanted to make sure he didn’t violate any
NCAA or UM-specific rules.
He plans to work as a middle man for
donors to reach out to if they want to use
an athlete for sponsorship. In order to
gain donors’ trust, he went on the Griz-

zly Scholarship Association’s spring tour
across Montana.
His end goal is to create a collective that
will provide money to student athletes
while they do advertising for local charities in Montana.
“I want to run an NIL agency that the
University of Montana can be proud of
and that represents our student athletes in
a positive light,” he said.
IVOVI has already set the tone for NIL
collectives in the FCS. North Dakota based
columnist Mike McFeely cited Weida’s
plan to North Dakota State fans to start a
similar collective.
“NDSU has been slow to act,” McFeely
wrote. “Weida says he’s willing to talk with
NDSU boosters if they are looking for guidance. I have his cell number.”
Weida is a 1990 UM grad who studied
political science. He has been to all but
five Griz home games since graduating. His
brother J.C. Weida is UM’s athletic trainer
while his nephew, Joe Weida, is a freshman
on the football team.
“Having a brother that worked as closely
with student athletes as he has… has given
me a different perspective on the teams
and all the athletes,” Weida said.

Toby Weida has already been working
with UM associate athletic director Jean
Gee to make sure he hasn’t broken any
rules.
As of Aug. 28, only one other NIL Collective exists in the Big Sky Conference,
the Bobcat Collective at Montana State
University. The Bobcat Collective Inc. is
set to launch late August and is run by
Brandon Vancleeve.

University of Montana sophomore forward Delaney Lou Schorr attempts to block Wyoming from getting the ball on Aug. 25, at Dornblaser Field.
CHRIS LODMAN | MONTANA KAIMIN
Griggs said.
Griggs was sidelined with an unknown
back injury to start the Grizzlies’ non-conference appearance against Wyoming. Keeping
the team energized from the sidelines is all
she needed to do.
After a tournament where the Griz lost
0-2 to a tough University of Pittsburgh
Panthers team, Montana managed to tie up
against Wyoming in the last 25 minutes of
the match.
“On a personal level she’s a great mentor
to our younger players. She knows her balance and is able to show players that you can
be great on the field while also having a life
outside of soccer,” Citowicki said.
Her time on the team has been well spent
as a Big Sky champ and now she hopes to
reign in the young guns of the team and
show them what a leader can look like.
“I mean, I think everyone could kind of
say the same but freshman year playing,
no matter how much you play, it’s so nerve

wracking. You’re scared. You’re in a different
place, just very nervous. And I think now it’s
nice being a little bit older and being a help
to the younger players with their nerves,”
the senior forward said.
In the vein of the Grizzly spirit, Griggs
has shown a tenacity that might not go toward a professional soccer career, but it will
go to making her dreams, and maybe even
the Grizzlies’ dreams, come true.
“Like I said before, she knows her balance
and can help guide the younger players. She
is committed to the team and program and
always gives her best. Best of all she has a
fun personality that can turn serious in a
heartbeat,” Citowicki said “She’ll crush you
in a 1-v-1 but then be your best friend right
after.”
Griz soccer will play MSU Billings at
home on Friday Sept. 2 before taking on
CSU Bakersfield for a matinee matchup on
Sunday, Sept. 4. Conference games start on
Sept. 23.

UM
ATHLETE

University of Montana senior forward Jaden Griggs
at Dornblaser Fields after a tied game with
Wyoming. CHRIS LODMAN | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Rainy days don’t deplete our roots
WORDS AND PHOTOS BY RIDLEY HUDSON
ridley.hudson@umontana.edu
Dark skies didn’t stop the people of Missoula from enjoying
the annual River City Roots Fest on Saturday. On west Main
Street, the two-day festival brought thousands of people together to enjoy free concerts, eat at food trucks and buy some
local art.
The HillBenders and Keller Williams’ Grateful Grass closed
out the festival together on Saturday night with energetic
bluegrass music and covers of popular songs.

ABOVE: Chad Graves (center), guitar player
for the HillBenders, and Mark Cassidy
(right), on banjo, play at the River City
Roots Fest.

ABOVE: The
crowd of
people at
River City
Roots Fest
on Aug. 27.

ABOVE: Keller Williams and the HillBenders performed
at the annual River City Roots Fest on Aug. 27.
LEFT: Chad Graves, of the HillBenders plays electric
guitar on Aug. 27 at River City Roots Fest.
ABOVE: Members of the HillBenders shout with the crowd.
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